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Fourth Sunday of Lent — Laetare Sunday

Laetare Sunday

A Sabbath Thought

Life can blind us to real life.
That is why this exercise called
Lent is necessary. It invites us
to go aside into the desert of
faith to take the time to clear our
vision.

About Today's Bible
Readings

1 SAMUEL16:1, 6-7, 10-13

David was not born a king. He
was a shepherd chosen by God
to lead the people.

Responsorial Psalm
23:1-3A, 3B-4,5, 6

R. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

EPHESIANS 5:8-14

God has brightened world
history and our personal lives
with the light of Jesus Christ.
We must not obscure that light
with deeds that muffle charity.

JOHN 9:1-41

Jesus opens the eyes of a man
born blind - a favor he has
performed for all of us who were
born blind to the light of faith.
But God washed us in baptism
and gave us sight - the insight
we lacked.

ENTRANCE RITE - Isaiah 43:8-9a; Jeremiah 5:21-22a

V. Lead out the people who are blind though they have eyes; who are deaf though
they have ears. Let all the nations gather together, let the peoples assemble!

R. Pay attention to this, foolish and senseless people who have eyes and see
not, who have ears and hear not. Should you not fear Me, says the Lord,
should you not tremble before Me?

V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
R. Asitwas in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

TRACT — Psalm 36:9-10

V. We feast on the rich food of Your house; from Your delightful stream You give
us drink.

R. For with You is the fountain of life, and in Your light we see light.

THE GOSPEL —-John 9:1-41

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered,
"Neither he nor his parents sinned,; it is so that the works of God might be made
visible through him. We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.
Night is coming when no one can work. While | am in the world, | am the light of the
world." When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva,
and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, "Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" ,
which means Sent. So he went and washed, and came back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, "Isn't this the
one who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is, " but others said, "No, he just looks
like him." He said, "l am." So they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?"

He replied, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me,
'Go to Siloam and wash." So | went there and washed and was able to see." And
they said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I don't know."

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made
clay and opened his eyes on a Sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how
he was able to see. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and | washed, and
now | can see." So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, because
he does not keep the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a sinful man do such
signs?" And there was a division among them. So they said to the blind man again,
"What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a
prophet.” Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight
until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. They asked
them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?" His
parents answered and said, "We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind. We do not know how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself." His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone
acknowledged him as the Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue.
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Worship Services

Today March 19t
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Laetare Sunday

8:00 AM — HOLY MASS
9:30 AM - HOLY MASS
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Wednesday March 22"

Stations of the Cross
7:00PM

Lenten Meal preceding at
6:00 PM
(No charge, free will
donations accepted)
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Sunday March 26™
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Passion Sunday

8:00 AM — HOLY MASS
9:30 AM — HOLY MASS
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Wednesday March 29th

Stations of the Cross
7:00PM

Lenten Meal preceding at
6:00 PM
Special Fish Fry!
Please see flyers in the

Vestibule
(No charge, free will
donations accepted)
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Sunday April 2"

Palm Sunday
Blessing and distribution
of Palms to the Faithful
Procession

ONE MASS ONLY
9:00 AM — HOLY MASS

For this reason his parents said, "He is of age; question him." So a second time they
called the man who had been blind and said to him, "Give God the praise! We know
that this man is a sinner." He replied, "If he is a sinner, | do not know. One thing |
do know is that | was blind and now | see." So they said to him, "What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I told you already and you
did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his
disciples, too?" They ridiculed him and said, "You are that man's disciple; we are
disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where
this one is from." The man answered and said to them, "This is what is so amazing,
that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him.

It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man
were not from God, he would not be able to do anything." They answered and said
to him, "You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?" Then they
threw him out. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and
said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He answered and said, "Who is he, sir,
that | may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, the one
speaking with you is he." He said, "I do believe, Lord," and he worshiped him.

Then Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see
might see, and those who do see might become blind." Some of the Pharisees who
were with him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, are we?"
Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are
saying, 'We see,' so your sin remains.  This is the Gospel of the Lord!
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INTENTIONS:

My Brothers and Sisters: Our prayers are needed: For the increase in men called to
the priesthood and diaconate of the Polish National Catholic Church; For the health and
growth of our Parish; For all of the sick and homebound members of our Parish, our
families and friends, especially Debra Caldwell, Dan Shaner, Ken Mawson, Sharon
Fitzwater, Jeannine Dresh, Amanda Dresh, Brianne Desh, Bonnie Sue Pilot, Lisha
Rowe, Lorah Zawoski, Isabella Mularczyk, Edward Czechowski, Patrice Czechowski,
Donna Schalata, Tom Schalata, Bill and Bernice Biroscak, Geri Piotrowski, Janet
Katinowsky, Julia Urban, Sandy Pfennig, Janice Elaine Casperson, Janis Brunson,
Elizabeth McAlanis, Skye Sadowski, Barbara Waszk, Terry Leatherman, Jackie
Weinhold, Riley Rejniak, Jane and John Aldershoff, Cindy Golowski, Pat Schiaroli,
Diane Fisher, Father Senior Ed Ratajack, Jerry Butto, Eileen McCoury, Alexus,
Matthew and Kristy Samsel and Laura Alfano. For the repose of the soul of Ernest
Hoffman. Our Father...

If there are any other individuals who should be on this list, please email or tell
Father Senior Donald so he can add them!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Today, March 19t"; Monthly Parish Committee Meeting at 11:00 AM.
Saturday, March 25™; Lenten Penitential Service at 7:00 PM.

Sunday, March 26%"; The YMS of R will be holding one of its famous egg sandwich
sales after each Mass. Don’t miss out on this tasty treat.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, April 28", 29t 30'"; The Annual Workshop of the
National Mission and Evangelism Commission of the PNCC will be held here, at Saint
Stephen the Martyr. Registration is free. More info to follow soon. | hope that many
of you will attend and welcome our brothers and sisters from around the country.

Saturday, May 6'"; We will be holding a Mother’s Day Craft Event from 9:00 AM until
3:00 PM with outside vendors offering their wares. For this to be successful, we need
to get the word out to the community. Please spread the word to all you come in
contact with. Flyers are on the table in the vestibule. Please contact Cheryl Weinhold
for more information.

Friday and Saturday, May 19" & 20'"; The National SAMBS (Ladies Adoration
Society) Convention will be held at Holy Trinity Parish in Plantsville Connecticut.
Please pray for our sisters as they meet and plan for the future of the ANS. Contact
Cheryl Weinhold for more information.




